Embassy of the United States of America

Vientiane, Laos

As of July 9, 2018, the U.S. Embassy in Vientiane discontinued issuance of certain
visa classes to a small number of travelers. The consular section continues to
accept visa applications as normal. People who already have valid visas can still
travel to the United States and will not be affected by the visa restrictions.

Specifically, the U.S. Embassy in Vientiane has discontinued issuing B1/B2,
F1/F2, M1/M2, and J1/J2 visas to all Lao government officials at the Director
General level and higher, and their spouses and all of their children under 21 years
of age; A3 and G5 nonimmigrant visas to individuals employed by Lao
government officials; C3 and C1/D nonimmigrant transit visas to Lao officials in
the Ministry of Public Security and Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as well as their
spouses and children under 21 years of age.

Moreover, Consular Officers in Laos will reciprocally limit the validity of A and G
nonimmigrant visas issued to all Lao government officials to one entry, one-month
validity where consistent with U.S. obligations or commitments under international
agreements such as the UN Headquarters Agreement. Lao officials on long-term
assignments to the United States may then apply for a full-validity multiple-entry
visa with the Department of State once they arrive in the United States.

These visa restrictions are limited to small numbers of people. Most travelers will
not be affected. People who have a valid visa are not affected by these restrictions.

Under Section 243(d) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, when so requested
by the Secretary of Homeland Security due to a particular country’s refusal to
accept the return of its nationals, the Secretary of State must order consular officers
to suspend issuing visas until informed by the Secretary of Homeland Security that
the country has resumed adequate cooperation.
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