
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING SUSPENSION OF ISSUANCE OF 

IMMIGRANT VISAS: 

• As of April 1, 2020, U.S. Embassy Vientiane discontinued issuing all immigrant visas for

Lao citizens and nationals applying in Vientiane, with limited exceptions.  This action

was taken pursuant to section 243(d) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA).

• The Secretary of Homeland Security has notified the Secretary of State that Laos denies

or unreasonably delays accepting the return of its citizens, subjects, nationals or residents

subject to  final orders of removal from the United States, and the Secretary of State has

ordered consular officers in Laos to discontinue granting all immigrant visas for Lao

citizens and nationals applying in Vientiane, with limited exceptions.

• Visa applications submitted before April 1, 2020, but not yet issued, will be subject to the

discontinuation.  Should an individual subject to the Secretary's order submit a visa

application after April 1, 2020, the consular section will proceed with an interview.

However, a consular officer will not be able to issue a visa to applicants subject to the

Secretary’s order until visa issuance is resumed.

• The Secretary of State authorized immigrant visa issuance in limited cases.  To qualify

for an exception to the order, the consular officer must determine that the applicant’s

entry would not pose a threat to the national security or public safety of the United States

and that the applicant’s entry would be in the national interest of the United States.

Further, the Assistant Secretary for Consular Affairs must determine that not issuing a

visa at this time would cause the applicant exceptional hardship.

• Visa issuance covered by the Secretary’s order for Laos will resume once the Secretary of

Homeland Security sends the Secretary of State the notice required by U.S. law, relating

to the country’s acceptance of its nationals.

• Once these sanctions have been lifted, the Embassy may issue immigrant visas to eligible

visa applicants.  The U.S. Department of State will provide information on how to

continue with discontinued visa applications.  Immigrant visa applicants who were

previously found ineligible for a visa and whose visa applications were refused on such

basis such as under INA 212(a), will not be reconsidered.

• Diversity Visa Program selectees are reminded that they remain eligible to receive a

diversity visa only through the end of the specific fiscal year for which they were

selected.  If the suspension is not lifted by the end of the fiscal year, the diversity visa

immigrant application will not be reviewed and any fees paid will not be refunded.

• Visa fees will not be refunded and a new processing fee will not be required for review of

immigrant visa applications if and when Laos resumes issuing immigrant visas.



ຂ ໍ້ມູນສ ຳຄນັກ່ຽວກບັກຳນຢຸດຕໃິນກຳນອອກວຊີຳຖຳວອນຕ່ຳງໆ: 

• ນບັຕັ ໍ້ງແຕ່ ວນັທ ີ1 ເດອືນ ເມສຳ ປີ 2020,
ສະຖຳນທດູສະຫະລດັອຳເມລກິຳປະຈ ຳນະຄອນຫຼວງວຽງຈນັໄດ ໍ້ຢຸດຕກິຳນອອກວຊີຳຖຳວອນ
ໂດຍມຂີ ໍ້ຍກົເວັ ໍ້ນຈ ຳກດັສ ຳລບັຄນົສນັຊຳດລຳວ ແລະ ປະຊຳຊນົລຳວ (Lao nationals)
ທີ່ ຂ ວຊີຳຢູ່ນະຄອນຫຼວງວຽງຈນັ. ກຳນຢຸດຕກິຳນອອກວຊີຳນີ ໍ້ໄດ ໍ້ຖກືປະຕບິດັຕຳມກດົໝຳຍໝວດທ ີ243 (d)
ວ່ຳດ ໍ້ວຍຄນົເຂົ ໍ້ຳເມອືງ ແລະ ສນັຊຳດ (INA).

• ລດັຖະມນົຕກີະຊວງປໍ້ອງກນັຄວຳມສະຫງບົໄດ ໍ້ແຈ ໍ້ງໃຫ ໍ້ລດັຖະມນົຕກີະຊວງກຳນຕ່ຳງປະເທດວ່ຳ
ປະເທດລຳວໄດ ໍ້ປະຕເິສດ ຫຼ ືເລື່ ອນເວລຳຢ່ຳງບ ່ ສມົເຫດສມົຜນົໃນກຳນຮບັເອຳົ ພນົລະເມອືງ ແລະ ປະຊຳຊນົ
(subjects, nationals or residents) ຂອງຕນົທີ່ ຖກືຕດັສນິຂັ ໍ້ນສຸດທ ໍ້ຳຍໃຫ ໍ້ເນລະເທດອອກຈຳກສະຫະລດັ,
ແລະ
ລດັຖະມນົຕກີະຊວງກຳນຕ່ຳງປະເທດໄດ ໍ້ສັ່ ງໃຫ ໍ້ເຈົ ໍ້ຳໜໍ້ຳທີ່ ກງົສຸນປະຈ ຳປະເທດລຳວໃຫໍ້ຢຸດເຊຳົກຳນອອກວຊີຳຖຳວອນຕ່
ຳງໆ ໂດຍມຂີ ໍ້ຍກົເວັ ໍ້ນຈ ຳກດັໃຫ ໍ້ແກ່ພນົລະເມອືງລຳວ ແລະ ປະຊຳຊນົລຳວ (Lao nationals)
ທີ່ ຂ ວຊີຳຢູ່ນະຄອນຫຼວງວຽງຈນັ.

• ເອກະສຳນຂ ວຊີຳທີ່ ຖກືຍື່ ນກ່ອນ ວນັທ ີ1 ເດອືນ ເມສຳ ປີ 2020, ແຕ່ວ່ຳຍງັບ ່ ໄດ ໍ້ອອກວຊີຳໃຫ ໍ້ເທື່ ອນັ ໍ້ນ 
ແມ່ນຈະຖກືໂຈະກຳນພຈິຳລະນຳອອກວຊິຳ. ສ ຳລບັບຸກຄນົໃດທີ່ ຕກົຢູ່ໃນກ ລະນຄີ ຳສັ່ ງຂອງລດັຖະມນົຕີ
ທີ່ ໄດ ໍ້ຍື່ ນຄ ຳຮ ໍ້ອງຂ ວຊີຳຫຼງັຈຳກ ວນັທ ີ1 ເດືອືນ ເມສຳ ປີ 2020 ນັ ໍ້ນທຳງພະແນກກງົສຸນຈະດ ຳເນນີກຳນສ ຳພຳດ
ແຕ່ວ່ຳເຈົ ໍ້ຳໜໍ້ຳທີ່ ກງົສຸນຈະບ ່ ສຳມຳດອອກວຊີຳໃຫ ໍ້ຜູ ໍ້ສະໝກັທີ່ ສງັກດັຢູ່ໃນຄ ຳສັ່ ງຂອງລດັຖະມນົຕຈີນົກວ່ຳກຳນອອກວຊີຳ
ຈະກບັຄນືສູ່ສະພຳບປກົກະຕ.ິ

• ລດັຖະມນົຕກີະຊວງກຳນຕ່ຳງປະເທດໄດ ໍ້ອະນຸຍຳດໃຫໍ້ອອກວຊີຳຖຳວອນໃນກ ລະນຈີ ຳກດັຕ່ຳງໆ.
ເພື່ ອໃຫ ໍ້ມເີງ ື່ອນໄຂສ ຳລບັຂ ໍ້ຍກົເວັ ໍ້ນຕ ່ ກບັຄ ຳສັ່ ງດັ່ ງກ່ຳວ,
ເຈົ ໍ້ຳໜໍ້ຳທີ່ ກງົສຸນຕ ໍ້ອງໄຕ່ຕອງເບີ່ ງວ່ຳກຳນເຂົ ໍ້ຳປະເທດຂອງຜູ ໍ້ສະໝກັຈະບ ່ ເປນັໄພຂົ່ ມຂູ່ຕ ່ ຄວຳມໝັ ໍ້ນຄງົຂອງຊຳດ ຫຼື
ຕ ່ ຄວຳມປອດໄພຂອງສຳທຳລະນະຂອງສະຫະລດັ ອຳເມລກິຳ ແລະ
ເບິ່ ງວ່ຳກຳນເຂົ ໍ້ຳມຳຂອງຜູ ໍ້ສະໝກັຈະຢູ່ໃນຄວຳມສນົໃຈແຫ່ງຊຳດຂອງສະຫະລດັ ອຳເມລກິຳ. ຍິ່ ງໄປກວ່ຳນັ ໍ້ນ,
ຜູ ໍ້ຊ່ວຍລດັຖະມນົຕກີະຊວງກຳນຕ່ຳງປະເທດໄດ ໍ້ຄ ຳນງືເບີ່ ງແລ ໍ້ວວ່ຳກຳນທີ່ ຈະບ ່ ອອກວຊິຳ ໃຫໍ້ໃນຊ່ວງເວລຳນີ ໍ້

ແມ່ນຈະສໍ້ຳງຄວຳມຫຍຸ ໍ້ງຍຳກຢ່ຳງຫລວງຫລຳຍໃຫໍ້ກບັຜູ ໍ້ສະໝກັ.
• ກຳນອອກວຊີຳປະເພດຕ່ຳງໆພຳຍໃຕ ໍ້ຄ ຳສັ່ ງຂອງລດັຖະມນົຕກີະຊວງກຳນຕ່ຳງປະເທດຂອງສະຫະລດັຕ ່ ປະເທດລຳວຈະໄ

ດ ໍ້ຮບັກຳນດ ຳເນນີຕ ່ ກ ່ ຕ ່ ເມື່ ອລດັຖະມນົຕກີະຊວງປໍ້ອງກນັຄວຳມສະຫງບົຂອງສະຫະລດັໄດ ໍ້ແຈ ໍ້ງລດັຖະມນົຕກີະຊວງກຳ
ນຕ່ຳງປະເທດເປນັລຳຍລກັອກັສອນທີ່ ໄດ ໍ້ຖກືກ ຳນດົໄວ ໍ້ໃນກດົໝຳຍຂອງສະຫະລດັກ່ຽວກບັກຳນຍອມຮບັພນົລະເມອືງ
ກບັຄນືປະເທດຊຳດຂອງຕນົ.

• ເມື່ ອຂ ໍ້ຈ ຳກດັກຳນອອກວຊີຳຕ່ຳງໆເຫຼ ົ່ ຳນີ ໍ້ຖກືຍກົເລກີແລ ໍ້ວ,
ສະຖຳນທດູອຳດອອກວຊີຳຖຳວອນໃຫໍ້ຜູ ໍ້ສະໝກັທີ່ ມສີດິໄດ ໍ້ຮບັວຊີຳ. ສ ຳລບັຜູ ໍ້ສະໝກັຍື່ ນວຊີຳທຖີກືຮບັກຳນໂຈະນັ ໍ້ນ 
ກະຊວງກຳນຕ່ຳງປະເທດຈະສບືຕ ່ ໃຫ ໍ້ຂ ໍ້ມູນໃນກຳນດ ຳເນນີເອກະສຳນໃນຂັ ໍ້ນຕອນຕ ່ ໄປ.



ຜູ ໍ້ສະໝກັຍື່ ນວຊີຳຖຳວອນກ່ອນໜໍ້ຳນີ ໍ້ທຖີກືກວດພບົວ່ຳບ ່ ມສີດິໄດ ໍ້ຮບັວຊີຳ ແລະ 
ຄ ຳຮ ໍ້ອງຂ ວຊີຳທຖິກືປະຕເິສດບນົພື ໍ້ນຖຳນດັ່ ງກ່ຳວເປນັຕົ ໍ້ນແມ່ນພຳຍໃຕ ໍ້ກດົໝຳຍໝວດທ ີINA 212(a) 
ແມ່ນຈະບ ່ ໄດ ໍ້ຮບັກຳນພຈິຳລະນຳໃໝ່.

• ຜູ ໍ້ສະໝກັທຖີກືຄດັເລອືກໂດຍໂຄງກຳນວຊີຳລ໋ອດເຕລີີ ໍ້ (Diversity Visa Program)
ແມ່ນມສີດິໄດ ໍ້ຮບັວຊີຳລ໋ອດເຕລີີ ໍ້ນີ ໍ້ຈນົເຖງີໄລຍະສຸດທໍ້ຳຍຂອງປີງບົປະມຳນທີ່ ພວກເຂຳົຖກືຄດັເລອືກ.
ຖໍ້ຳຂ ໍ້ຈ ຳກດັກຳນອອກວຊີຳຕ່ຳງໆເຫຼ ົ່ ຳນີ ໍ້ບ ່ ໄດ ໍ້ຖກືຍກົເລກີຈນົເຖງີທ ໍ້ຳຍປີງບົປະມຳນນັ ໍ້ນແມ່ນເອກະສຳນຂ ວຊີຳລ໋ອດເຕລີີ ໍ້ຈ
ະບ ່ ໄດ ໍ້ຮບັກຳນທບົທວນ ແລະ ຄ່ຳທ ຳນຽມທີ່ ຈ່ຳຍໄປແລໍ້ວກ ່ ຈະບ ່ ຖກືສົ່ ງຄນື.

• ຄ່ຳທ ຳນຽມຕ່ຳງໆໃນກຳນຂ ວຊີຳຈະບ ່ ຖກືສົ່ ງຄນື ແລະ
ຈະບ ່ ໄດ ໍ້ເກບັຄ່ຳທ ຳນຽມກຳນດ ຳເນນີເອກກະສຳນວຊີຳຖຳວອນໃໝ່ ຖໍ້ຳຫຳກ ຫຼ ືເມື່ ອ
ກຳນອອກວຊີຳຖຳວອນແກ່ປະເທດລຳວກບັຄນືສູ່ສະພຳບປກົກະຕ.ິ


